. The formula is: ethyl (2-(2-methyl-5-nitro-1-imidazolyl) ethyl) sulphone. Nothing has been published about the effect of tinidazole on strains of Trichomonas vaginalis isolated from clinical infections. A laboratory study of the relative efficacy of tinidazole and metronidazole against strains of T. vaginalis from patients and the serum level of tinidazole after its ingestion in a single dose are the subjects of this study. Material and methods Minimum inhibitory and minimum trichomonicidal concentrations (MIC and MCC) These were determined essentially as described earlier (Forsgren, 1972) . Eight freshly isolated strains of T. vaginalis taken at random from patient specimens formed the subject of the study. Before use, the organism was grown in Diamond's medium (Diamond, 1957) (,ug./ml.) in which no viable organisms could be detected by subculture. The determinations were always carried out in duplicate. Serum levels The levels of tinidazole were determined on serum taken from four healthy volunteers before and at intervals after ingestion of 2 g. tinidazole on an empty stomach. The sera were heat-inactivated (Forsgren, 1972) As demonstrated in Table II , the differences in MCC for the two drugs were even more striking. The MCC values for metronidazole were 1 88 to 10-0 ,ug./ ml. (mean 3 83), and for tinidazole 1 -25 to 2 5 ,ug./ml. (mean 1-56, which is roughly 40 per cent. of that for metronidazole).
These results are in agreement with an earlier report on one laboratory strain of T. vaginalis (Howes and others, 1970) .
The serum levels of tinidazole in four healthy volunteers, 20, 21, 22, and 23 years old, who ingested 2g. tinidazole in a single dose are shown in the Figure. High levels (15 to 30,ug./ml.) were found after 4 hrs and the highest values (20 to 40 ,ug./ml.) after 6 to 
